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LEADING ARTICLES IN THE CHINESE PRESS. 


Isvueo BY THE Royat InstrITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BY 
\prANGEMENT WITH THE INFORMATION SERVICE ON INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS, 


Summaries of articles in the Chinese vernacular Press will be published as 
a Supplement to the Bulletin from time to time, in order that those interested 
in Chinese Affairs may be informed as to the manner in which current events are 
resented to the Chinese people. It will, of course, be understood that the 
publication of them does not imply approval of the opinions expressed nor 
a guarantee that the facts stated in them are not distorted, incorrect or biased. 


COMMUNISM 


Ta Kung Pao (Tientsin), April 12th, says that to-day China commemorates 
the purge of the Kuo Min Tang from communist influences three years ago, 
and this break with Soviet Russia, which was completed by the Wuhan 
jeclaration of July 1927, is of considerable significance. 

Looking back we are forced to the conclusion that the course of events 
vas inevitable and not to be avoided. As the result of the Russian revolution 
Bolshevik ideas had penetrated to the Far East, and a communist party had 
jeea established in China ; and it made skilful use of the re-organisation of the 
Kuo Min Tang to put into practice Sun Yat-sen’s ideas. The National Party 
required the support of a communist nation with its steadfastness of purpose ; 
ad, accordingly, the National Party embraced communism. After the 
purge the Kuo Min Tang maintained that the Communists had not kept faith 
and had attempted to usurp the power; consequently, they were to blame 
forthe rupture. Outsiders, however, took a different view: it should have 
jen early realized that the very nature of a communist organization was to 
absorb any other government party. The Communist Party claimed that the 
\ational Party had abandoned the peasants and labourers and departed 
‘om the principle of the revolution; it was not communism which had 
vetrayed the country but the country which had betrayed communism ; 
iowever Sun Yat-sen’s doctrine might be interpreted it certainly could not 
ad to an autoeracy with labour and agriculture on a separate footing. Thus 
iationalism and communism were fundamentally irreconcilable. Well know- 
ing this, the Communists entered the National Party with the intention not 
i co-operating, but of exploiting the Party to further Bolshevism. Their 
‘torts were foredoomed to failure. 

The three years which have elapsed since the purge have two lessons for 
ls: first, the defeat of the Communist Party was due to its own fault, it 
vas not brought about by the National Party; secondly, the continued 
‘uistence of the Communist Party is due to the faulty government of the 
National Party and not to any inherent merits of communism. 
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China was ripe for communism, and Bolshevik ideas spread quickly 
Communists took advantage of the northern expedition to get themselve 
appointed to important government posts, organised themselves anew, spare( 
no propaganda, were welcomed everywhere, and they had the chance of ; 
life-time. Yet they failed to staad up against the military strength of th 
Kuo Min Tang simply because they had miscalculated. A revolution mus 
have the support of the mob; nationalism and communism are alike in thi 
respect, though occupying different positions. The Communist Party looke: 
to the peasants and labourers ; and in their case the support of the mob was sti 
more essential. This was where they went astray. All they did was to upse 
the economic system, with the result that the rich became poor while th: 
poor could not become rich; they could ruin Chinese industry, but they 
could not undermine the ramparts of international capitalism. The only 
result was to ruin Chinese capitalists and increase the influence of foreig; 
capital. This was precisely the reverse of what they had hoped for, an 
thus defeat was inevitable. Under these conditions they could not loo 
for popular support, and this is why they are responsible for their ow: 
defeat. 

But although the National Party three years ago purged itself of com 
munism, and has been in control of the country for the last 18 months, it ha: 
not been able to destroy the communist organization ; they could preven 
its voice from being heard in the capital but not in the country. The number 
of Communists is steadily increasing, and bands of uaiformed brigands have 
“Communism ”’ inscribed on their banners. The territory in occupation o 
the Communists to-day is not less than the extent of a whole province. In 
spite of the forces at the disposal of the government, communism is daily 
spreading. 

Some defence against communism lies in the security and contentment of 
the masses ; a more efficacious measure is economic reform. But under the 
Nationalist Government neither of these desiderata has been achieved ; ani 
pernicious obstruction is alienating the sympathies of the younger generation. 
How is a Government responsible for an excessive number of troops and 
crushing taxation to raise the hopes of the people? This is why we maintain 
that the continued existence of communism is due to bad government. 


SHANGHAI MunIcIPAL CoUNCIL. 


Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), April 18th, says that the refusal of the 
foreign ratepayers, at their last annual meeting, to increase the number 
of Chinese Councillor: affords the clearest proof of their determination not 
to allow Chinese participation in the Settlement administration ; and it can 
be said with certainty that they have themselves pronounced the doom of the 
municipal organisation as it exists at present. To us Chinese who simply 
hoped for a progressive administration under which we could live in peace 
and security, it comes as a bitter blow. The whole Chinese commu ulty !s 
angered at this fresh insult inflicted on Chinese residents in the Settleme', 
and even the most sober-minded consider that it will have unlooked-for 
consequences. ; 

Looking at the matter dispassionately it must be admitted that this acverse 
vote was only to be expected. The majority of foreign residents in China look 
down on the Chinese, and to expect men of this type to allow us to participate 
in municipal administration is like asking a tiger for his skin. Mr. Macdonald, 
who spoke at the ratepayers’ meeting, is a typical representative of this 
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cass of foreigners ; and for us to expect to be allowed to co-operate would 
appear to him as ridiculous as if we asked him to share his private possessions 
with us. 

In his very long speech Mr. Macdonald expressed his firm conviction 
that the development of the Settlement was entirely due to foreign enterprise 
and owed nothing to Chinese ; consequently, the administration of this area 
should be im foreign hands without any Chinese interference. We would 
like this Western dolt to enquire whether it is still Chinese territory, and 
whether the lord of the soil should not occupy a position therein equal to 
that of “ guests from abroad ”’; if this is not the case, then the day the 
lord of the soil awakens he will himself exercise his rights independently of 
anyone else. 

‘This incident has strengthened our conviction that until the problem 
of the settlement is solved any hopes of co-operation between Chinese and 
foreigners are illusory. The only way is for this area to revert to the 
jurisdiction of the Power in whose territory it lies; once this is done all 
distinction between “host and guest” will automatically disappear, and 
there will be some hope of co-operation. The weak point of the Settlement 
is that its organisation is fundamentally unsound. The ultimate authority 
in this busy and densely-populated area is the ratepayers’ meeting ; but the 
attendance at these meetings is confined to those who, by reason of their 
wealth, pay a proportionately larger amount of taxation ; and they it is 
who arrogate to themselves the right to administer the Settlement. The 
residents under this eighteenth century type of government are divided into 
two classes—the governors and the governed ; we Chinese, accordingly, 
annot participate in the administration so long as it retains its present 
fom. We hold that it must be re-organized from top to bottom in order 


to avoid the control falling into the hands of any particular clique ; once it 
is based on universal suffrage the dissensions between Chinese and foreigners 
will automatically cease. 

In the general interest the Settlement must revert to the Chinese 
Covenment and its municipal organisation be radically reconstructed. 


CONSTRUCTION OF NANKING. 


Ta Kung Pao, April 16th, commenting on the first full meeting of the 
Committee appointed to consider construction work at Nanking, says that, 
irom the layman’s point of view, the meeting of such a committee at this 
particular juncture smacks rather of an attempt to create a false impression 
of peace and security than a first step to work out a practicable plan. 

In these days of international intercourse the prestige of a country’s 
«pital counts for a great deal ; its construction on scientific lines, therefore, 
sa matter of necessity and not just a luxury. But construction presupposes 
the adoption of a plan after discussion, and it is to this end that this Committee 
‘aS been appointed ; but the public will disagree with any findings of the 
ommittee in so far as they hold that the time is inopportuae for this work. 
_ The committee will probably estimate the cost at fifty million dollars. 
i the authorities are merely seeking another pretext for raising money to 
heet army expenditure, as they did with the disbandment loans, then there 
‘nothing more to be said ; but if they are really bent on construction work 
‘en to-day is not the time for it. At some future date the construction of 
‘he capital may become necessary ; but at the present moment there are 
ither matters which are more urgent, and the best thing to do is to shelve 
‘le scheme. When a private person thinks of enlarging or repairing his house 
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he takes into consideration the fact that food and clothing are equally as 
necessary as lodging ; to improve the conveniences of his house may not be 
a luxury, but food and clothing are still more important ; and he is not going 
to put up with cold and hunger for the sake of bricks and mortar. So long 
as he has a house, however mean it may be, he has not to fear wind or rai - 
he does not want to inhabit a palace with neither food nor raiment. What 
is the position in China to-day? Apart from the impending renewal of 
military operations, brigandage and communism are rife south of the Yangtse, 
and the north-west is suffering from prolonged drought. The first duty of a 
government is tc preserve peace and order; to put down brigandage and 
relieve the famine-stricken should be the Government’s first consideration. 
But all this requires money, and if they have any money they should first 
attend to these two matters and only devote to construction work any sums 
which remain over. In the past two years there has been nothing in the 
nature of finance: all expenditure has been supplemented by loans; 
accordingly, with an insufficient budget the Government has nothing in 
hand to allocate to urgently required measures. At this critical juncture 
what the public looks for from the Government is a speedy solution of 
these dissensions which are costing the country millions and millions ; the 
embellishment of the capital and the construction of roads can wait—months 
and even years, if need be. 

In point of fact the cost of construction can only be met by a loan. It 
was at one time proposed to force a loan on the provinces, but under present 
conditions this is impossible. How can provinces where men are selling their 


wives and children and are reduced to feeding on human flesh contribute | 


towards providing Nanking with electric light and waterworks? The 
Shanghai market cannot underwrite a loan, and the last resort would be to 
mortgage future revenue. Even after two or three years’ work a plan of the 
city has not been completed. The first thing to be undertaken was the 
construction of the Chung Shan Road, and that necessitated the removal of 
several houses ; recently, when the Crown Prince of Denmark arrived, sever! 
hundred huts were demolished along the road by which he was to pass. _ If the 
Committee decided to raise a loan the only result would be that a “ Nanking 
Construction Loan ”’ would be listed on the Stock Exchange alongside the 
disbandment loaus, Construction work must be postponed. 


Eaypt. 


Sin Wan Pao (Shanghai), April 19th. The Anglo-Egyptian conversations 
have now been broken off. It is learnt that difficulties had arisen, but a 
discreet silence has been maintained ; beyond the fact that the Sudan 1s 
the point at issue nothing is known. 

A statement issued by the Egyptian delegates says that they were very 
moderate in their demands regarding the Sudan ; but agreement could not 
be reached, and the contemplated treaty has been temporarily shelved. _ 

The conversations opened in a favourable atmosphere, and the attitude 
of the Labour Party has been very conciliatory ; they have frequently been 
criticised by the Conservative Party for sacrificing British interests. The 
world expected that real progress would be made and did not look for @ 
postponement. It only shows how a great Power cannot, in any circull- 
stances, divest itself of that spirit of self-aggrandisement, and how far even 
its most pacific administrators are from being guided by the dictates © 
justice and equity. Age-long habits of wrong-doing cannot be chang 
in a day. 








Te 
have | 
sentie! 
been ¢ 
has de 
These 

and in 
Th 
is due 
tuchur 
has no 
it imp! 
the gre 
strife, 
of the 
Wh 
set up 
obedier 
party, 

of civi 
policy 

merely 
very st 
power, 
but wir 
The m 


owing t 


